THE AMERICAN 
JOURNAL OF HOMCOPATHY. 


























NO. 4. 











S. R. KIRBY, M-.D., EDITOR. 











AMERICAN to direct the attention of physicians to Ha- 
INSTITUTE OF HOMCOPATHY. mamelis, only, however, as a remedy in hi- 
Tue Eleventh Annual Session of this As-} morrhage. We claim nothing of the subse- 
sociation was held in Albany, N. Y., June | quent provings. We are convinced that this 
7th and 8th, 1854. There were about one | plant has remedial power in chest affections, 
hundred members present. Dr. L. Clary, | not yet known. We mention this, in the 
of Syracuse, N. Y., was chosen President ; | hope that it may be proved still further, and 
Dr. Guy, of Brooklyn, N. Y., General Sec- reports made to the Central Bureau. 
retary; Dr. Coxe, of Philadelphia, Pa! The following resolution, offered by Dr. 
Provisional Seeretary ; and Dr. Ball, of | Wm. E. Payne, at the session of last year, 
N. Y., Treasurer. The Roard of Censors, | was called up, and, after an animated and 
on election of new members were Drs. W. | aseful discussion by Drs. J. P. Dake, Clary, 
E. Payne, J. L. Martin, G. W. Swazey, | Guy, Small, Payne, B. F. Bowers, Gregg, 
A. E. Small, H. H. Paine, 8. Gregg, | Williamson, Swazey, Pulte, and Kirby, was 
W. Williamson. and S. S. Guy. The | adopted, after inserting the word medical 
following gentlemen were elected mem- | before the word means, so as to read. 
bers, viz:—Drs. J. G. Howard, J. G. Resolved, That we regard the Homeo- 
Sheek, D. F. Bishop, of Philadelphia, | pathic law as co-extensive with disease, and 
Pa. ; W. Brisbane, of Baltimore, Md.; W.| that a resort to any other medical means 
H. Dake, J. A. Blanchard, H. H. Hoffman, | than those pointed out by the law sir ‘lia 
J. C. Bergher, of Pittsburgh, Pa. ; B. San- | simi/ibus, is the result, in part, of the in- 
boon, Alfred B. Stone, St. Johnsburgh, Vt. ; | completeness of our Materia Medica ; but 
C. B. Darling, Lyndon, Vt. ; E. R. Sisson. | mainly, the result of a want of sufficient 
Henry B. Clark, Daniel Wilder, New Bed- | knowledge vn the part of the physician of 
ford, Mass.; W.H. Watson, T. F. Pomeroy, | those remedies already possessed by our 
of Utica, N. Y.; George S. Green, of Hart- school, and not an insufficiency of the 
ford, Ct.; N. H. Cooke, of Providence, R. I. ; | homeeopathic law. 
Henry C. Blanchard, of Keeseville, N. Y.3| We said this resolution caused an ani- 
John A. Ward, of Burlington, Vt.; Elijah | mated discussion, and as it progressed we 
W. Jones, Dover, N. H.; S. M. Cate, of | became satisfied that Dr. Payne was wise in 
Augusta, Me.; Charles H. Walker, Man- | offering it for the consideration of the meet- 
chester, N. H. ; Rufus Sargent, of Prince- | ing ; for the remarks of some of the gentle- 
ton, N. J. ; John G. Wood, of Salem, Mass.; | men, especially those made by Drs. Pulte, 
A.C. Miller, Gloucester, N. Y.; A. H. Beers, | Swazey, and Gregg, showed that at our an- 
of Buffalo, N. Y.; Charles G. Bryant, J. W. | nual meetings much good would come bya 
Cox, Wm. H. Randall, of Albany, N. Y. ; | discussion of the principles of our art. In 
J. B. Wood, Westchester, Pa.; and Franklin | justice to the above gentlemen, we state, we 
Bigelow, of Syracuse, N. Y. The Central | believe they voted against the resolution, 
Bureau reported that it has ready for the as well as a number of others who did not 
press, provings of Glonoine, Apis mel.,;| make known the reason for their votes. 
Plantago,and Hamamelis. virg. We think | The chief reason of the opposition, as we un- 
it but justice to say that we were the first | derstood it to be, was, that it is wrong for the 
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society to decide scientific questions by a 
vote ; but a large majority of the members 
present at the meeting thought this resolu- 
tion did not come within that rule, it being 
a declaration of faith in a principle which 
we professed to be governed by in the treat- 
ment of the sick ; a principle which is the 
distinguishing mark of the Homeopathic 
school, and, by the passage of sach a reso- 
lution, by the Institute, is not deciding 
a scientific question by a vote, but as- 
certaining if, after using the law similia 
similibus, as a rule of practice in the 
treatment of diseases, the members of 
the Institute still believe and adhere to 
it as the therapeutic law. It is but say- 
ing: We, the members of the American 
Institute of Homceopathy, are, as much as 
ever, convinced that “‘ similia similibus cu- 
rantur” is a law of Nature, and the only 
guide in the treatment of diseases. In the 
next place, the resolution implies what 
every body knows, that “other medical 
means,’’ not in accordance with the law of 
similarity, are employed, and then it goes 
on to account for the cause of such derelic- 
tion. Now, we do not see any thing incon- 
sistent to the mind of a true Homceopathist 


in the resolution, as a reason why it should 
not have been offered, discussed, and voted 


on. We hope to hear the principles of our 
art discussed at every meeting of the Insti- 
tute, although we look upon them as al- 
ready established ; but many, too many we 
fear, do not understand them as they should 
for practical purposes. y 

It was recommended to Pharmaceutists 
to use ten grains of medicine to one hundred 
of Sac. Lac. in the preparation of tritura- 
tioas. The object of this we do not clearly 
perceive. We look upon it, with our pre- 
sent light, as an uncalled for innovation ; 
and not only so, but tending to an abandon- 
ment of those proved efficient preparations 
of Hahnemann, which have been so success- 
fully used forhalfacentury. What induced 
Dr. Williamson, of Philadelphia,to introduce 
and urge the passage of that resolution, we 
do not know, for the reason we heard put 
forth by him, was not sufficient. We have 
seen, already, some of the fruit of the above 
recommendation. In casually looking at 
the medicines in some physicians’ offices, 
we saw, not only triturations, but dilutions 





marked 10-100, where formerly we saw 1- 
190. We hope the Institute, at its next ses- 
sion, will reeonsider this subject, We hope, 
however, our Pharmaceutists will not, in the 
mean time, get us into confusion in this most 
important matter of the preparation of ihe 
potencies. We look upon this as an at- 
tempt in a plausible way to administer large 
doses, which we know is still popular with 
the people, in consequence of allopathic 
teachings, and a leaning to which, those of 
us who have been educated in the allo- 
pathic school, find it no easy task to avoid. 
But our long experience in Hahnemann’s 
preparations, and in the smallest doses, |eads 
us to look upon the mode of preparation, 
the dose, and its repetition, as very import- 
ant practical considerations. 

We have attended every mecting of the 
Institute, save one, (1849). We took yart 
in its partial organization in this city, in 
1842, and in its complete organization in 
Philade}phia, in 1843. It was unanimously 
agreed from its inception up to the last 
meeting, that the arrangement for its officers 
should be such as to preclude, what was 
often the bane ofsimilar socicties, any thing 
like electioneering or political manage- 
ment. The Institute never had a President, 
but a Chairman, who was elected at the 
commencement of each session, to preside 
over its deliberations, and whose duties end- 
ed at the close of the session. The General 
Secretary was at first the only living office, 
for necessity required such an officer at all 
times. The Assistant Secretary, like the 
Chairman, went out of office at the close of 
each session. So cautious were the framers 
of the Institute to keep out office-seeking, 
that he who took charge of the funds was 
termed “a Committee,” to receive the dues 
of members, and pay the necessary expenses 
of the Institute; but, without any au- 
thority expressed, this committee was nam- 
ed in the minutes, “ Treasurer ;”’ how this 
escaped the notice of the elder members, I 
do not know, but it was not formally ob- 
jected to, and the title was continued from 
year to year. The same history applies to 
the Assistant or Provisional Secretary. 
Thus it came to pass that, without any di- 
rect action, the Institute, for years, has had 
three living officers, when she only intended 
to have but one,— the General Secretary. 
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This state of things continued with no 
change in the men who held these offices. 
except by resignation, until the last meet- 


ing, when it was moved by Dr. Swazey, of 


Springfield, Mass., that no member should 
be eligible for an office in the Institute for 
more than one term. We have not the res- 
olution before us, but such was its sense. 
He set forth as a reason why his motion 
should be adopted, that if all the members 
felt that they might become candidates for 
office, it would induce them to attend the 
meetings, but so long as the same men were 
continued in office, as had been the case, 
this incentive to be present at the meetings 
would not exist. And although, in the 
course of the discussion, it came out that 
the mover of the resolution had in his mind 
a single individual, against whom he had a 
personal pigue, he wished removed and 
placed in 2 position he could never again 
be eligible to any office in the Institute, to 
our surprise, the Institute passed the reso 
lution almost unanimously ; and, as the 
subsequent election shows, for the first time 
there was strife for the offices: and lest 
we may have misunderstood the intention 
of the members in the adoption of Dr. Swa- 
vey’s motion, which might have been only 
intended to get rid of on offensive officer, 
we, ourselves, moved the appointment of a 
committee to revise the Constitution, so 
that the Institute should have a living 
President, and not merely a chairman dur- 
ing « session, and in other respects to be 
made to accord with the adopted principle. 
This wasalsoadopted. We hope, however, 
that the Institute will go to its first princi- 
ples, and give no encouragement to a con- 
as an W 
On the 


ic lusti- 


stitution which holds out office 
ducement to attend its meetings. 
whole, we believe this session of t} 
tute was useful. We agree with the Phil- 
adelphia Journal of Homeopathy in“ the 
utility of these annual gatherings of the 
homeopathic physicians of the United 
States.” And with that Journal “ we wish 
they could be better attended.” The next 
meeting is appointed at Buffalo, N. Y., on 


the first Wedacsday of June, 1550. 


gat Some of those who owed us for 
subscription to this Journal. at the com- 
mencement of this volume, have not paid 


as requested. Fork over, gentlemen. 





THE TEACHINGS OF ALLOPATHISTS 
LEAD THE PEOPLE INTO QUACKERY. 

Tuat quackery prevails among the peo- 
ple: that almost every person believes 
himself qualified to administer medicine to 
the sick ; that the advice of educated and 
experienced physicians, even in the most 
dangerous diseases, is rejected: that too 
many die prematurely, are facts which 
every body kuows, and at the same time it 
is granted on all bands that means should 
be employed to remove these evils. We 
too admit the facts, and believe that efforts 
sh: uld be put forth to arrest the progress 
of such pernicious errors, 

What has caused this state of things? 
The answer is plain enough ;—the teach- 
ings of Allopathists. A quack “is one who 
pretends to skill or knowledge, which he 
does not possess’? Now, we will examine 
the best educated Allopathist, and pass by 
all inferior ones, and see if he comes within 
the acknowledged definition. He is pos- 
sessed of all that is known of anatomy, 
physiology, pathology and diseases uni- 
versally. Of these branches of medical 
science, we will not deny his pretensions 
to an accurate knowledge : but how to cure 
diseases, he Knows not. He pretends toa 
knowledge of the drugs he uses, which he 
does not possess. He knows not the appli- 
cation of remedies for diseases, that is, the- 
rope utics. Ile ku ws not the curative 
power of drugs ; especially when they are 
combined in a prescription. The Allopa- 
thist, in the treaiment of diseases, works 
without knowledge, and virtually depends 
on chance,—blind chance. This is a fact 
which cannot be controverted. 

Take Mercury for an example. If he 
knows the curative power of any drug, it 
should be Mercury, for it is used by him 
in almost all diseases, and in almost all 
cases. Lut can he recognize that diseased 
condition which indicates Mereury the 
remedy ; cutside of the !iomceopathie Ma- 
teria Medica, he cannot. He is as ignor- 
ant of the Materia Medica as of therapeu- 
ties, and yet he boastingly pretends to his 
patients. and to the public, that he hasskill 
and knowledge, which he does not possess, 
and therefore he is a quack. In justice 
we ought not to hear from that quarter the 
charge of quackery against Homeeopath- 
ists, for they are the only ones who are 
free of it. They possess the knowledge they 
profess, and they have rules of practice 
which are immutable laws which are guides 
in the treatment of diseases that never fail 
to show the skill which they profess. 
Their knowledge of anatomy, physiology, 
pathology, and discases is as accurate as 
those of allopathic physicians, and so far as 
diseases are concerned, often much more 
minute and exnct ; for afirst class Homeco- 
pathist cannot move in the treatment of a 
case, until he comprehends all that is de- 
veloped in the case. He does not general- 
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ize, but from necessity individualizes. 
Each case is examined and treated as if no 
one like it had ever existed. Now the practice 
of Allopathists is so loose, so routinish, so 
much alike in all cases, that intelligent peo- 
ple reasonably infer, that they can treat dis- 
eases as well as the Doctor. Not only so, 
but this idea receives encouragement and 
strength from the fact, that whatever may 
be said to the contrary, Allopathists do 
allow the names, however inappropriate, 
given to diseases to influence their prac- 
tice. This the people perceive, and thous- 
ands upon thousands are so impressed that 
this is proper, that they go to the 
druggist, the newspapers and to allo- 
pathic physicians, for medicine to cure 
rheumatism, intermittent fever, measles, 
whooping-cough, dysentery, diarrhea, dys- 
pepsia, constipation, suppression of the 
menses, etc., ete. And the allopa- 
thie physician, or the druggist furnishes 
the medicine, without knowing any thing 
of the case. Some allopathists furnish 
their families with boxes of pills, and 
term them fami'y medicine to be dealt out 
ae to each member of the fami- 
y, from the infant up to the father, for any 
kind of sickness. These are facts, which 
every body knows, and which have tended 
to make every man his own doctor. 

Most of the medicine prescribed by allo- 
pathists either pukes or purges ; and thus 
the people are taught that unless a med- 
icine causes one or both of these effects, it 
does no gvod,—“it does not operate.” 
The people are: taught, that purgatives are 
essential to the cure of every disease, even 
for a diarrhea or dysentery ; and although 
costiveness was never cured, and never can 
be by doses of medicine that purge, yet the 
practice is continued, not only by pkysi- 
cians, but by the people themselves—hence 
the “dinner pills” and others, swallowed 
daily by the dupes of allopathic quackery. 
It is not necessary for us to go further and 
multiply evidence, for enough is here pre- 
sented to prove, that the teachings of Allo- 
pathists lead the people into quackery. 


A HOMCOPATHIC TREATISE ON THE 
DISEASES OF CHILDREN. 


BY ALPH. TESTE, M.D. 

Translated from the French, by Emma H. 
Coté. Cincinnati: Moore, Anderson, 
Wilstach and Keys, 1854. 12mo. pp. 342. 
Tue trans'ator of this book seems to have 
accomplished her duty in a way that will 
be satisfactory to the profession. The 
author, Dr. Teste, truly remarks in the In- 
troduction : “ Sixty years have passed since 
Homeopathy made its appearance in the 
world. In consequence of the obstacles, 





which, in the beginning, it encountered 
from the folly of some, and the envy of 
others, its progress was at first slow; it 
shared, in this respect, the fate of all great 
discoveries. At present, however, it has 
ceased to be a novelty ; no medical school 
counts more adherents. It is practiced in 
all civilized countries; it has its represen- 
tatives in Turkey, in India, in the two 
Americas, its dispensaries and its hospi- 
tals in most of the capitais of Europe [aud 
in New York, Phiiadelphia, and other cities 
of America, Ep] The books that treat of 
it would already fill libraries. These 
works, many of which testify to the great 
mental superiority of their authors, possess 
this remarkable feature in contrast with 
the medical books cf the old school, that 
they are all devoted to the development of 
the same principle, It is, in fact, the unity 
and invariability of this principle, which 
constitutes the strength of Homeopathy, 
and which so forcibly distinguishes it from 
those deceptive utopias which, under the 
usurped name of medical science, have 
reigned in the schools from Empedocles to 
Broussais; that is to say for more than 
twenty centuries, 

The history of medicine, during this long 
period, is a conpendium of oll the dreams, 
all the extravagances, and all the absurdi- 
ties, which it is possible for the human 
mind to elaborate, when it strays without 
an axiom in the domains of abstraction. To 
judge it by its history we must believe 
that, the medical art, which ceased to be 
any thing when it endeavored to become a 
science, claimed always to ally itself to 
metaphysics. If by this amb.tious alliance, 
it escaped the inconvenience of remaining 
within reach of the vulgar, it incurred the 
still greater one of losing itself in the 
clouds. 

This strange substitution of sophistry for 
the pure and simple observation of nature, 
has its root in an almost invincible tend- 
ency of the human mind. “Man,” says 
Broussais, “is tormented by a desire to 
know the first cause of what he sees, and 
when the impossibility of discovering it is 
demonstrated to him, he takes refuge in a 
supposition.”” We need not then be too 
much astonished if, from the most remote 
ages, physicians supposed the first causes 
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of diseases; and if, this first step made, 
proceeding from hypothesis to hypothesis, 
they have supposed even to the virtues of 
the remedies they prescribed. 

The exposition of the system of Galen, 
whose sterile branches reach even to the 
present generation, is a sammary of all the 
systems, which have succeeded each other. 
from the infancy of rationalism down to the 
too famous so-called Physiological School. 
Abstractions of the closet, chimerical ny- 
pothesis, fantastical intervention of three 
spirits and four humors, whose harmony 
produces health, and disagreement disease ; 
mysterious connection of these spirits and 
these humors with the four eicments of 
Aristotle ; in short, the empiric expedients 
taken at hazard, to equalize, correct and 
purify at need, these imaginary princi- 
ples. Such was humorism in its cradle, and 
such the humoralism which was the favorite 
practice of our ancestors, and of which the 
grossest errors are perpetuated in the me- 
dival practice of the present day. 

Thank Heaven, Homeopathy has nothing 
in common witk these fatal extravagancies 
which have so long made medicine a sub- 
ject of laughter to the philosopher and of 
deception and dread to mankind in general. 

Homeopathy is not a creation, but a 
discovery. 

It is not a system, but a method. 

It has no other theory than the logic of 
facts; no other principle, than a certain 
law of nature, as evident as an axiom in 
geometry—as certain as gravitation and 
the rotation of the earth. 

If the honor of being first to signalize 
this law, whose incidental manifestation 
had struck from time to time some of his 
predecessors, may be contested with Hah- 
nemann, his glory, his great glory consists 
in having proved that it was not an ex- 
ceptional phenomenon, as was believed 
before him, but a general and constant 
physiological fact.” 

[ As it is so very difficult to remove from 
the minds of a large preportion of the pro- 
fession, as well as even intelligent laymen, 
the absurd and pernicious doctrine of the 
allopathic school, and inasmuch as this 
doctrine influences too many who rank in 
the homeopathic school, we extract also 
from the work before us the following just 





and clear criticism of the pretended basis 
of all old school practice, and one would 
judge that all sane minds, would feel suf- 
ficient interest personally, to reject that 
mode of treatment of human maladies which 
has no fixed principle whatever, but in 
every prescription it is but an empirical 
experiment; and nothing saves those who 
are subjects of these experiments, but the 
astonishing tenacity of souls to occupy 
human bodies as long as possible. Not a 
day of our life but we have eccasion to 
wonder, for we confess we fail to account 
for it, at the stupidity of allopathic physi- 
cians, and at the ignorance of, in other 
respects, intelligent laymen. No imposi- 
tion, no absurd theory, in any thing but 
medicine can long be practiced upon the 
people, but in medicine, the very approxi- 
mation to any thing that looks like princi- 
ple, and presents more safe and certain 
means of cure than has hitherto been pre- 
tended, are rejected, without examination 
and without thought. If it be true that 
the earth has been cursed, morally and 
physically, as theologians teach; it does 
seem to us, that one of the curses, and the 
greatest too, is the permission of allowing 
Allopathy to control the treatment of human 
maladies for so many hundreds of years. 
Quackery, the people and physicians pre- 
tend to abhor, and yet they both hold fast 
to it with the tenacity of a death grasp. 
Read Dr. Teste on the basis of allopathic 
practice, which is the dogma contraria con- 
trariis curantur, that is, contraries cured 
by contraries. Editor.) ‘This fatal doc- 
trine of contraries, invented by Galen, se- 
duced away even the finest minds, which 
then exhausted themselves in vain endea- 
vors to enlighten the chaos of medical 
art. 

Points of departure the most opposite did 
not hinder its advocates from meeting, al- 
most by fatality, upon this field of faction, 
there to labor in the idle search of those 
abstractions which, under different names, 
form the vitalism of Stahl, as well as the 
materialistic systems of Brown, of Rasori, 
and of Broussais. 

The theory of contraries is then the com- 
mon tie of all the medical doctrines, anteri- 
or to Homeeopathy. Let the falseness of 
this theory be demonstrated, and all the 
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systems of which it is the key-stone, will 
crumble at once. 

This is what we shall endeavor to do, and 
this labor of analysis will cost us no great 
effort. 

To cure a disease by means capable of 
producing in the patient attacked with it. 
a pathological condition contrary to that 
which it presents; such is the fundamen- 
tal law of the theories of the Galenists, in 
other words, the ideal end of all the schools 
of medicine from Grecian antiquity down to 
the present day. But the theory of con- 
traries necessarily supposes between two 
things, certain relations of form or sub- 
stance, implying, so to speak, a sort of 
negative similitude, without which, all 
comparison becoming impossible, there is 
nothing for the mind to seize upon. In 
metaphysics, for example, affirmation and 
negation are contrary things, when relat- 
ing either to two abstractions of the same 
category, or to two perceptions exercised 
by the same sense. 

Thus, to the eyes, light is the contrary 
of darkness, as sound, to the ears, is the 
contrary of silence. Weu: ‘erstand in the 
same manner, by analogy, but without pre- 
judging, lest we err with regard to the na- 
ture ofthe phenomena, that cold is the con- 
trary of heat ; dryness, the contrary of hu- 
midity ; hunger, the contrary of satiety. In 
being but purely relative to our senses, these 
dycotomies are not on that account the lees 
legitimate, since, after all, the abstractions 
which they place in contrast have always for 
each couple, identity of substance. But is 
health then the contrary of disease? No! 
for if, in an abstract and general sense 
which represents nothing obvious to the 
senses, it be so considered, it is by no 
means the contrary of any definable dis- 
ease. The contrary of a disease is another 
disease, at the same time analogous and 
identically dissimilar to the first. What a 
problem, just Heaven! Who had ever 
wittingly the temerity to state it, and above 
all, the pretension to solve it! 

I admit in all strictness and concede, 
for the moment, to the system makers, the 
truth of their hypothesis ; that bleeding 
is the contrary of hyperemia ; leeching the 
contrary of a local inflammation ; a pur- 
gative, the contrary of the inertia of the 





intestines ; but the contrary of a varola, of 
psoriasis, of cancer, of tubercles, of herpes, 
of syphilis, of hysteria, of chorea, of epi- 
lepsy, etc., etc. Who has seenit? Who 
knows it? Who can conceive it? Who 
has amind acute and inventive enough to 
represent it? 

The doctrine of contraries is then without 
foundation. It is but a monstrous vagary, 
of which routine has propagated the dog- 
mas—of which humanity has borne the 
terrible effects—and of which physicians 
themselves have not seldom deplored the 
emptiness. “ Medicine does not advunce,” 
says Van Helmont, “it turns upon its 
axis.” And the celebrated Boerhaave. 
still more pointedly asked himself, in a 
moment of doubt and discouragement, if 
it would not have been better for human- 
ity if there had never been a physician in 
the world. 

Nevertheless, emp‘ricism, that is to say, 
chance, had from the most remote antiquity 
sown the germs ofa doctrine opposed to 
that of contraries which only waited the 
appearance of a man of genius to be fecun- 
dated. 

It is twenty-two centuries since Demo- 
critus wrote to Hippocrates; “ Hellebore 
which restores reason to the insune, pro- 
duces derangement in the healthy.” Nip- 
pocrates himself had said, ‘ Vomiting is 
cured by vomiting.”” These two proposi- 
tions put forth by the two greatest physi- 
cians of antiquity, contained the most com- 
plete contradiction to all received ideas 
which it is possible to imagine. [ We omit 
in part another extract which shows how 
Mercury was discovered by what is now 
termed, an “ irregular ” practitioner to be 
a specific for the cure of syphilis, and 
that too. by “the insensible, silent, 
and as it were, secret manner,” in which it 
acted. “ Several centuries passed before 
another medicinal substance was discovered 
to take rank by the side of mereury. It 
was still necessary, as in the past, to trust 
to chance, and grope along in the search 
for specifies ; and, as chance is a bad guide, 
a blind, a dumb guide—the more dumb the 
more you interrogate it,” so after a long 
lapse of time the Peruvian Bark was 4is- 
covered for intermittent fever.] ‘“‘ Allo- 
pathic physicians include iron, also, in the 
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number of their specifics. Let it be so— 
they have then three. What wealth! and 
what a proof of the fecundity of clinical 
experience! Three specifics in two thousand 
years! And yet it is well to observe that 
specificity, in the absolute sense, as under- 
stood by Allopathists, is really but a gross 
and !ying fiction. There really exist spe- 
cific remedies against such or such a group 
of definite symptoms, (we employ no 
others) ; but from the moment these symp- 
toms are absent, or no longer exist, the 
specificity ceases, and the remedy no lon- 
ger cures, although the disease still exists 
and has not changed its name. This is 
equivalent to saying, that it is almost al- 
Ways necessary to have recourse to the 
employment, successively, of several speci- 
fics to cure one disease. This is the reason 
that Allopathists, who for the most part do 
not suspect these facts, see so often 
what never fails toe astonish them, Mer- 
eury fail in syphilis; Quinine, in inter- 
mittent fever ; and Jron, in chlorosis.” 


Dr. Teste conelades: “ Behold then, at | 
believe that it might succeed against the 


last, Galenism and its works irrevocably 
judged by the double means of experience 
and experiment, and behold the whole 
therapeutic arsenal of the old school re- 





totality of symptoms the most similar to the 
totality of the symptoms presented by the 
sick. 

{The practical part of the work under 
notice strikes our mind favorably. The 
diseases of children are described with 
clearness, and the treatment is as well 
stated as the nature of the subjects will 
allow. We still cling to what we have 
often stated, that the Materia Medica, with 
the aid of a Repertory, should be used, if we 
desire to be certain of the remedy.] 

Oa page 122, on the sting of the gnat- 
bee, and of all kinds of insects, Dr. Teste 
says: “ We are glad to point out, for the 
stings of all kinds of insects, a medicine 
whose curative effect is produced in a few 
minutes, often in a few seconds; it is Le- 
dum Palustre, taken internally,—a_ tea- 
spoonful of a glass of water, in which is 
dissolved seven or eight globules of the 
fifteenth dilution. In case of a sting of 
the wasp or bee, the dose should be a little 
larger, and repeated several times. This 
remarkable effect of Ledum, induces me to 


bite of venomous reptiles.”’ 
[Some of the diseascs mentioned, Scar- 
latina for example, the author shows that 


duced to its real value ; that is to say, to | his personal experience in their treatment 


nothing. No! of the absurd conjectures 


has not been extensive. In the management 


of ancient medicine, of the false doctrines | of Smell Pox, our author seems at home, 
of the middle ages, of Brownonianism, of | and he urges the employment of Causti- 


Rasorism, of Broussaisism, there will re- 
main, hereafter, but the sad remembrance 
of their extravagences, and of the ends 
they have produced 

The vast erudition of Hahnemann is, 
beside, employed to demonstrate to us that 
all the remarkable cures reported in the 
books, that nature alone would not have 
been able to effect, had always been the for- 
tnitous effect of homeopathic remedies 
administered empirically. 

Thus the Jaw of similas, sustained by the 
history of innumerable facts and verified 
since its discovery by millions of cases, is 
definitely substituted, in the minds of men 
of good sense and good faith, for the too 
famous adage: contraria contrariis curan- 
tur. The who'e code of modern therapeu- 
tics is reduced to this precept. Tuadmin- 
ister for the cure of the sick, the medi- 
cine which produces upon the healthy a 





cum, Mercurius, Corrosivis and Sulphur, 
with much force, and condemns Belladonna 
as not usually homeopathically indica- 
ted, unless where cerebral symptoms ex- 
ist. Lobelia Inflata and Croton Tigliuny 
are urged as the remedies for J/ch, almost 
to the exclusion of Su/phur, and with these 
medicines our author professes to have 
cured that disease within a week. 

Sepia, 30th dilution, threedoses a day, it 
is stated,will cure Crusta Lactea. Typhoid 
Fever, and its varieties, are well described, 
but the author in their treatment leans too 
much, to what seems to us, a sort of routine 
practice. We may as well say it here, 
that Dr. Teste, like all others who have 
written similar works, inculeates what 
perhaps is not intended, a routine practice ; 
therefore, whatever medicine is recommend- 
ed, the practitioner should not fail to ex- 
amine the Muteria Medica itself, to be sure 
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that the drug is really indicated by the 
case to be treated. 

Dr. Teste urges with his usual force 
Ipecac. and Bryoni in all cases of Croup, 
“whatever be the form of the attack or 
intensity of the disease.”” He uses from 
the 6th to the 12th dilutions. Prepare 
solutions of each, and “ administer alter- 
nately, a tea-spoonful every two hours, dur- 
ing the period of invasion; every ten 
minutes during the exacerbations, and at 
intervals gradually increased, when these 
are passed. Practitioners who will ven- 
ture to use Ipecac. and Bryonia upon my 
testimony, will acknowledge that they are 
good.” Inthe Asthma of Millar, Sam- 
bucin is not named as the remedy, which 
every homeopathic physician knows will 
cure that disease promptly ; but Coralia ru- 
bra and Opium are recommended to be giv- 
en as Jpecac. and Bryonia in croup. The 
first in the 30th attenuation, and the other 
in the 3rd. 

On the whole, we are pleased with Dr. 
Teste on Diseases of children. There are 
many bold practical remarks made by the 
author, which are worthy the attention of 
the profession. 

We repeat that the Materia Medica 
should not be dispensed with in using 
this book. ]—Eprrox. 


HOMEOPATHIC TREATMENT OF 
EPIDEMIC CHOLERA. 


BY B. FP. JOSLIN, MD. LL. LD. - 
New York. Wm. Radde. pp. 252. 12mo. 


Tue volume before us is the third edition 
with additions. We had occasion to speak 
favorably of this work, when the first edi- 
tion appeared. We extract the following 
valuable remarks from the introduction. 
* When we fail in our attempts at homceo- 
pathic treatment, in any malady which is 
curable in the present state of the Materia 
Medica, the fault is not in the law, but in 
its administration. It is unjust in any one. 
to impute to Homeopathy the disastrous 
consequences of his own ignorance, indo- 
lence or haste, and unwise to attempt by 
allopathic patehes to strengthen his prac- 
tice already sufficiently spurious, and con- 
sequently feeble. Such expedients emas- 
culate his Homeopathy. None will learn 
to swim who depend upon bladders under 
the arms. 

Eclecticism will be less resorted to, in 





proportior as the character of the profes- 
sion shall become more elevated in intel- 
lect, industry and attainments, and phy- 
sicians shall not consider a minute study of 
the case and of the Materia Medica too 
onerous, when human life depends on the 
correctness of the prescription. With Hah- 
nemann’s eulogium of the profession, he 
has connected a requirement and an in- 
janction. “To the pbysicians. whose prov- 
ince it is to vanquish the disease that 
brings its victim to the very borders of 
corporeal dissolution, and to produce as it 
were a second creation of lite—a greater 
work than almost all the other much vaun- 
ted performances of mankind—to him Na- 
ture in all her wide expanse, with all her 
sources and productions must lie open. Let 
all hold aloof from this most pious, this 
noblest of all secular professions, who are 
deficient in mind, in patient thought, in the 
requisite knowledge, or in tender philan- 
thropy and a sense of duty.” 

However great may be the general at- 
tainments of a physician, there is one kind 
of knowledge indispensable, that of the 
Materia Medica: and as none but a ebyr- 
latan affects to be able to retain an ade- 
quate amount of it in his mind, the best 
physician’s study it at the bed-side of the 
sick, and partly in a Repertory, a Materia 
Medica in which the symptoms have an 
orderly arrangement, for convenience of 
reference and greater certainty in the selee- 
tion of the dest remedy. 

We frequently hear persons who have no 
experience in Homeeopathy, or who at most 
have seen its effect in chronic cases, saying, 
I would not dare to trust it if I were very 
sick with a dangerous and rapid disease. 
I should want something that would act 
powerfully and quickly. A potentized medi- 
cine selected in accordance with the ho- 
meeopathie law, is that very thing. Thous- 
ands of physicians know it to be such; and 
that in their own former Allopathic prac- 
tice, and in that of their brethren of the 
old school, no violent and rapid diseases 
have been cured as surely and prompily 
as they now cure them by the homeeopathic 
method. Large doses are not required to 
cure any disease whatever. Attenuation, 
whilst it weakens and ultimately nallifies 
poisons, as such, is in almost every sub- 
stance essential to the full development 
of medicinal power, and, in some substan- 
ces, no medicinal power whatever is mani- 
fested until the substance is rendered ex- 
tremely dilute.” 

Chapter 10. Cholera Repertory: is the 
most valuable part of the work. We com- 
mend the homeopathic treatment of epi- 
demic cholera to the profession. We find 
no eclecticism in it—nothing of a mongrel 
character, it is homeeopathic being true to 
the law of cure, and to the “small doses.” 
It is a pleasure to us to examine, and speak 
of a work thus true to the principles of an 
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art, which isa pleasure, we are sorry to 
say it, we do not often enjoy in the many 
professed books that are published in the 
name of Homeopathy. 


HOMCOPATHIC PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE, etc. 


BY DR. M. FRELIGH. 


New York: Lampert, Blakeman and Law. 
8vo. pp. 576. 


This work beautifully printed and elegant- 
ly bound in red morocco, with our name 
printed upon the cover, was sometime since 
presented to us by our friend the author, 
We say, our friend, for during our short 
acquaintance nothing but the most friendly 
feeling, and harmonious intercourse have 
existed between us. And, we do not find it 
a pleasant duty in speaking of his work as 
we are bound to do as a Journalist. In the 
title page it is stated, that this book is: 
“ Designed as a text-book for the student, 
as a concise book of reference for the pro- 
fession, and simplified and arranged for 
domestic use.”’ The first objection we make 
is, that if in medicine “a little learning is 
a& dangerous thing.’’ which every intel- 
ligent physician will not deny, then the 
book under notice is not suited for “a text- 
book for the student.” For if he has in his 
mind its entire contents, he would be one 
of those conceited ones, the profession is al- 
ready cursed with. This work is remarkably 
calculated to impress the mind of a student 
with the idea that in the volume before us, 
he bas all necessary knowledge of diseases 
and their treatment. And not only so, but 
that with ease acd certainty he can cure 
nearly all diseases. If we had not ex- 
perience to the contrary, we should feel by 
the influence of Dr. Freligh’s work upon 
us, that we could boldly promise any one 
a complete cure of whatever complaint. 
This work should never be thought of as a 
text-book for students. In the next place, 
we do not perceive its n»cessity as a work of 
reference for the practitioner, for it can 
only be so in the light of a repertory, and 
as such, it was not called for, for we have 
enough of these already, and far better 
ones, But it is “‘ simplified and arranged 
for domestic use.”’ This is the most object- 
ionable feature of the work. Of all the 
books on practice, we ever read, not one is 
so well arranged to make every one think 
himself. with this book in his hand, fully 
qualitied to treat himself, family and neigh- 
bors. We do not doubt, although Dr. Fre- 
ligh never intended any such thing, that 
this work will lead many a one to abandon 
his present pursuit and turn doctor. Why, 
it is so simplified, that it is the easiest thing 
in the world to administer to the sick, and 
that too, under the authority of Dr. Freligh 
and the homceopathic school, if the school 





should acknowledge the book as a text-book 
for studeuts, or book of reference for the 
practitioner. We wish, from the respect 
we have for the author, we could commend 
his homeopathic practice of medicine, but 
we cannot do so, for we must follow our 
own judgment in a matter of this sort 
even at the risk of losing a friend; but 
further, our opinion is only that of one, and 
others may differ from us, as we see it is 
commended by sixteen of our city physi- 
cians, whose certificates are published near 
the title page. The homceopathie school has 
too many works for domestic use; they are 
productive of much evil. They lead un- 
educated laymen to try their bands at 
“doctoring ;”’ and it has come to pass, that 
we scacely see a sick person for the first 
time. but has been treated by one of these 
‘simplified’ domestic works, and drug 
after drug has been given, rendering it 
quite unsatisfactory and often impossible 
for the practitioner to select the remedy. 
We do not know, how it may be with 
others, but we are embarrassed daily by the 
use that is made of these domestic works 
for practice, and we will not conceal the 
fact, that we curse them in our heart daily. 
If allopathic physicians who are strongly 
opposed to Homeeopatby, and wish to do it 
more barm than they have ever yet done, 
let them take to the bed-side of the sick, 
some one of these works, simplified for 
domestic use, and let the patients and their 
friends see that they give the medicine as 
directed in it, and their want of success 
will very soon tell with force against Ho- 
meeopathy. We do not doubt, that hun- 
dreds of allopathic physicians have, as they 
suppose, tested Homaopathy by one of 
these domestic works. We have met with 
several who have told me so. They did not 
get the promised results, and of course they 
coutinue in the old school practice, and 
honestly denounce Homeopathy. These 
works sell. Who buys them? Mostly al- 
lopathic physicians, and families, who never 
employ a bomceopathic physician, and after 
an exp:rence with one of these books, 
never will. If a homeeopathist wants a 
knowledge of diseases, their symptoms and 
diagnosis, it is furnished in the old school 
hooks with great accuracy and minuteness. 
The homeeopathist wants the Organon by 
Hahnemann, the Materia Medica and any 
Repertory that may come first to hand, 
these will answer his purpose. The true 
Homeeopathist knows no “short and easy 
method ”’ by which he can practice his art. 


I Dr. Ehrmann of Lexing!on, Ky., 
is informed that the Journals, directed to 


bim, were mailed in this city. We will 
send duplicates ; although, sixty numbers 
is no small item. The Gencral Post-office 
should pay for them. 
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TRIAL FOR MANSLAUGHTER-—MEDI- 
CAL TESTIMONY, &c. 


Tue following case shows the kind of med- 
ical testimony upon which criminal prose- 
cutions are sometimes founded. 

On the 26th day of July last, Miss E. M. 
Smrru, a beautiful and intelligent young 
lady, who is engaged in teaching a school 
in this city, was arrested and brought be- 
fore Justice Bates, on a charge of man- 
slaughter. Upon the examination it ap- 
= that, upon the 22d day of June, 

iss S. had punished a boy (9 or 10 years 
old) by whipping him with a green switch, 
about half anu inch in diameter at the butt, 
some two feet long, and tapering olf toa 
poiat; and that during the whipping some 
three or four blows fell upon the head, two 
of which raised smali stripes or welts which 
remained for some four or five days. The 
teacher was represented as having correct- 
ed the bey not in an angry or excited man- 
ner, but properly and mild!y. No unusual 
effects were observed on the scholar at 
the time. He remained until the close of 
the school, and spelt in his class as usual, 
in the afternoon he complained of some 
headache, and on the next day (the 23d) 
he vomited and bled at the nose. On the 
24th he was at school again. At night he 
compla‘ned of some headache and nausea, 
and was quite restless. On the 25th he 
took some patent pills. but got no benefit 
from them. Cn the 26th he was confined 
to the bed, and on the 27th Dr. Grafton 
was called to see him, and continued in at- 
tendance until his death, which took place 
July 7. For the prosecation Drs. Grafton, 
Ball, Lewis, aud Wood, were called; and 
for the defense Drs, Mack, Chittenden, 
Barrows and Pease. We will give a brief 
synopsis of the testimony of these gentle- 
men. Those portions of the testimony of 
Drs. Grafton and Mack. which are itali 
cized, are to be compared with each other, 
that their dixagreements may be fully 
noted, 

Dr, Grafton, sworn. -Was the attending 
physician in this case. Called first, June 
27th. Patient had no high fever at any 
time. Saw nothing resembling fever. 
Skin usually of a natural temperature ; 
often cool and sweaty. Pulse at no time 
frequent and strong: towards the last, fre- 
quent and feeble. Tongue had a whitish 
or light yellow coat. Bowels rather cos- 
tive. Vomited once or twice after he saw 
him. A little delirious once or twice when 
roused to take drink or medicine. This 
was only momentary. July 2d hada slight 
spasm of the arms and legs, which he (Dr. 
G.) atirtbuted to irritation from operation 
of physic. No other convulsions at any 
time. Eyes never suffused or injected. 
Thought the pupils at one time not so 
large as they should be, considering the 
light iu the room. Eyes were sensitive to 
light, and he complained of noise hurting 





him. Had violent paroxysms of pain in 
ears and eyes; face would flush, and he 
would ery out—* Oh my eyes! oh my 
eyes!’ Began to sink Tato a comatose 
state on the 5th, and died comatose on the 
7th, at 84 P.M. Conducted the post mor- 
tem. No evidences of external injury. 
No passive congestion about the brain. 
Membranes injected with arterial blood. 
Sowe gelatinous effusion upon the convyo- 
lutions of the brain. Membranes adherent 
to the brain at a point on the head, an half 
inch by two or two and a half inches in 
size. Adherent to pis mater on the sur- 
face of the hemispheres. Six or eight 
ounces of turbid effusion in the ventricles. 
Some flocculi uf lymph in fourth ventricle. 
Vo tubercles in the lungs. Mucous coat 
of stomach and bowels perfectly heulthy. 
Considered the case one of well-marked 
inflammation of the membra-es of the brain, 
affecting their entire substance. Symp- 
toms were such as would not be present in 
any other disease. Puthologicsl appear- 
ances unmistakable. The gelatinous ef- 
fusion could not be produced except by in- 
Aflammation. Believe the whipping was the 
exciting cause of the disease ; thut it must 
have operated by producing concussion of 
the brain. Made up his opinion that the 
blows were the cause of the disease, from 
the absence of all other cvuses in this case. 
Thinks he could have detected any other 
if they had been present. 

Dr, Ball swora—Has heard the testimony 
in this case. Has nodoubt that the boy died 
of inflammation of the brain preduced by the 
whipping. Whipping produced co :cussion 
on the brain. Cross-exramined—iven prac- 
ticing some twenty years. Been to Cali- 
fornia. Is now improving a farm. Ireach- 
es some on Sundays. Has no doubt that 
the blows produced concussion on the 
brain. Counsel asks—What is concussion 
on the brain? Witness hesitated a long 
time, and at last, when the question was 
repeated, said,‘ hey must excuse him, he 
was so confused he could not tell.’ 

Dr. Lewis sworn—Was present at the 
post-mortem examination, Thinks the case 
was one of inflammation of the brain, or hy- 
drocepha'us. Thinks the blows were the 
remote cause of the disease. Congestion 
of the brain was arterial. Cross-ex«mined 
—-Arterial congestion all over the brain. 
Cenld not tell in what membranes. Could 
not te'l what vessels were congested. 
Afterwards said he could tell, but would 
not. Is a regular practicing physician. 
Nobody’s business whether he ever gradu- 
‘ated or not. Finally, said be had gradua- 
ted at Fairfield. Did not receive a diploma. 
Students often graduate without receiving 
diplomas. Counsel here inquired if there 
were not two methods of graduating, one 
with white, and the other with black bal), 
and if it was not in the latter method that 
no diplomas were given. 
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Dr. Wood sworn—Has heard Dr. Graf- 
ton’s testimony, and fully concurs with him 
in his views in relation to this case. 


DEFENSE. 


Dr. Meck sworn—-Was consulting phy- 
sician in this case. Had disagreed entirely 
with Dr. Grafton in their consultations. 
Considering the case to have beeu one of 
bilious remittent fever of alow type. Had 
advised a gentle tonic plan of treatment. 
Patient at one time took thirty-five grains 
of quinine, by his advice, to arrest a chill 
that was expected in the morning Thought 
the patient was decidedly better after tak- 
ing the quinine. Dr. Grafton refused to 
continue the tonic and sustaining the course 


of treatment after the quinine was given, | 


but placed the boy upon the use of calo 
mel, morphine, croton oil, digitalis auti- 
mony, wine of colchicum and nitre. 
continued this course until the day before 
the patient’s death. Believes these articles 
were highly injurious, the disease being 
one of a low grade of action, with at no 
time any high” vascular excitement 


Thinks the patient died of passive conges- | 


tion of the brain, supervening upon a state 
of debility ; that the persistent use of opium, 
digitalis, and tartarized antimony, had di- 
rectly tended to this result. Was preseut 
at the post-mortem examination 
geal vessels deeply congested with dard 
venous blved. Siight gelatinous or jelly- 
like effusion between the convolutions. 
Considered this the result of the simple 
congestion alone. 
inflammation, but by itself wos not positive 
evidence thereof. Thought the small spot 


of adhesion of the dura mater on the top | 


of the brain not recent. Judged by its 
firmness, and the absence of any effusion 
or discoloration in its vicinity. There was 


no plastic or organized lymph, or liquid or | 


concrete pus found at any time during the 
examination. There was no alnormal thick 
ening or adhesion of the arachnoid. This 


membrane is thicker at the basis of the | 


brain, and it is adherent by fine celiu ar 
substance to the pia mater over the sur- 
face of the hemispheres. Fluid in the ven- 
tricles was allowed to escape and run out 
upon the table, mixing with the blood, se 
that it wis impossible to determine its char- 
acter or quantity. 
lymph in the fourth ventricle. The lungs 
were not exramined. Mucors coat of stom- 
ach much softened. Powels were not ex- 
amined. Sew nothing at the post mortem 
examinatior, and had heard no testimony 
during this trial, that would justify him 
in altributing. in any way, this boy's sick- 
ness and death to the whipping he had re- 
ceived. Inflammation of the brain from ex- 
ternal injury would occur directly, in one 
of two ways. Either traumatic inflamma- 
tion originating at the point of injury, and 


He | 


Menin- | 


Might be produced by | 


Saw no flocculi of | 


traceable directly thereto, or inflammation 
ensuing upon the reaction from concussion, 
frequently originating at a point remote 
irom the seat of violence, and exhibiting 
upon a post mortem examination no patho- 
logical connection between the external in- 
| jury and the inflammation which had follow- 
jedit. In these cases the fact that the brain 
| had suffered from concussive force, must 
be shown from the character of the symptoms 
| which followed the infliction of the blows. 
In the case now under consideration there 
were none of the symptoms of concussion 
of the brain described as having been pre- 
sent at the time af the whipping, and, in 
fact, the character of the whip used was 
such as to preciude the possibility of any 
| such effect having been produced. Even if 
this case had been (as Dr. Grafton assumes) 
}one of simple acute meningitis, sfi/l no 
|man could honestly and intelligently tes- 
tify to the absence of all other causes ex- 
| cept the whipping to have produced it, as 
| there are some causes of this disease which 
are wholly unknown, and the presence of 
| which, therefore, even Dr, Grafton himself 
| would not be able to detect. 

Drs. Chittenden, Barrows, and Pease 
were sworn: Were all present at the post- 
mortem examination. They cvincided with 
Dr. Mack in his description of the appear- 
ances observed, and sustained him in his 
views in relation to the case. 

This closed the defense. The Justice 
promptly dismissed the complaint and the 
citizens presented Miss Smith with a beau- 
| tiful gold watch and chain, as an evidence 
| of their sympathy for her in her unjust and 
malicious persecution.—Boston Med. and 
Sur. Journ. 


ON THE VENOM OF SERPENTS. 


“ Tuere is mueh in the history and hab- 

| its of the reptile tribes, however repulsive 
they may be in appearance, that is very 
nteresting. During a sojourn of two or 
three months ‘~ the interior of Arkansas, 
which appear 0 me to be the paradise of 
reptiles, I paid some attention to that 
branch of history called ophiology. 1 found 
four distinct varieties of rattlesnakes, 
(cretalus,) of which the Crotalus Horridus 
and Crotalus Kirtlandii are by far the most 
numerous, The former is the largest ser- 

| pent in North America. The family of 
| moceasin snakes (Colluber) is also quite 
| numerous, there being notless than ten 
| varieties, most of which being quite as ven- 
|}omous as the rattlesnake, By dissecting 
| great numbers of different species, I learn- 
| ed that the anatomical structure of the 


poisoning apparstus is similar in all the 
different varieties of venomous serpents. It 
consists of a strong frame-work of bone, 
with its appropriate muscles in the upper 
part of the head, resembling, and being in 
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fact a pair of jaws, but externally to the 
jaws proper, and much stronger. To these 
is attached, by a ginglymoid articulation, 
one or more movable fangs on each side, 
just at the verge of the mouth, capable of 
being erected at pleasure. These fangs 
are very bard, sharp, and crooked, like the 
claws of a cat, and hooked backward, with 
a hoilow from the base to near the point 
I have occasionally seen a thin slit bone 
divide this hollow, making two. At their 
base is found a smal) sack containing two 
or three drops of venom, which resembles 
thin honey. This sack is so connected 
with the cavity of the fang during its 
erection, that a slight upward pressure 
ferces the venom into the fang at its base. 
and it makes its exit at a small slit or 
opening near the point, with considerable 
force ; thus it is carried to the bottom of 
any wound made by the fang. Unless the 
fangs are erected for battle, they lie con- 
cealed in the upper part of the mouth, 
sunk between the externa! and internal 
jaw bones, somewhat like a_ pen-knife 
blade shut upin its handle, where they 
are covered by a fold of membrane, which 
encloses them like a sheath—this is the 
vagina dentis. There can be no doubt 


that these fangs are frequently broken off | 
or shed, as the head grows broader, to | 


make room for new ones nearer the 
verge of the mouth ; for, within the vagina 
dentis of a very large crotalus horridus, I 
found no less than five fangs on each side— 
in all stages of formation—the smallest 
in a half pulpy or cartilaginous state. 
the next something harder, the third 
still more perfect, and so on to the main. 
well-set, perfect fang. Each ofthese teeth 
had a weil-defined cavity, like the main 
one. Three fangs on each side were fre- 
quently found in copper heads, vipers, aud 
others, 

The process of robbing serpents.of their 
venom is easily accomplished by the aid 
of chloroform, a few drops of which stu- 
pefies them. If, while they are under its 
influence, they are carefully seized by the 
neck, and the vagina dentis held out of the 
way by an assistant, with a pair of forceps, 
and the fang be erected and gently pressed 
upward, the venom will be seen issuing 
from the fang, and dropping from its 
point. It may then be absorbed by a hit 
of sponge, or caught in a vial, or on the 
pointofa lancet. After robbing several 
serpents in this manner, they were found, 
after two days, to be as highly charged as 
ever with venom of equal intensity with 
that first taken. 

During the process of robbing several 
species of serpents, I innoculated several 
small but vigorous and perfectly healthy 
vegetables with the point of a lancet well 
charged with venom. The next day they 
were withered and dead, looking as though 
they had been scathed with lightning. In 








attempting to preserve a few drops of 
venom, for future experiments, in a small 
vial, with two or three parts of alcohol, it 
was found in a short time to have lost its 
venomous properties. But after mixing 
the venom with aqua ammonia, or spirits 
of turpentine, or oil of peppermint, or of 
cinnamon, or of cloves, or with nitric 
or sulphuric acid, it still seemed to act 
with uudiminished energy. It is best 
preserved, however, for future use by tritu- 
rition with refined sugar or sugar of milk. 
A very fine, large cotton-mouth 
snake, being captured by putting a shoe- 
string around him, became excessively 
ferocious, striking at even the crack of a 
small riding whip. Finding himself a 
prisoner, without hope of escape, be turned 
his deadly weapons on his owa body, strik- 
ing repeatedly his well-charged fangs 
deeply into his flesh.. Notwithstanding 
this, he was put in a small basket, and car- 
ried forward. In one hour after he was 
found dead, and no amount of irritation 
could excite the least indication of life. 

A large rattlesnake, beheaded instantly 
with a hoe, would an hour and a half after, 
strike at any thing that pinched its tail. 
Of several persons who were testing their 
firmness of nerve by trying to hold the 
hand steady while the serpent strack at it, 
not one could be found whose hand would 
not recoil in spite of the resolution ; and 
one man, a great bully, by-the-by, was 
struck on the naked throat with consider- 
able force by the headless trunk of the 
serpent, and staggered back, fainted and 
fell, from terror. 

Seven venomous serpents, belonging to 
live different species, were made to frater- 
nize and dwell amicably in one den. A 
bi autiful pairof long-bodied speckled snakes 
known as king-snakes, Knuwn to be tang- 
less, and conseqnently without venom, 
were duly installed as members of the fam- 
ily. Some uneasiness was perceivable 
among the older members, but no attempt 
was made to destroy the intruders—though 
they might have been killed instanter. The 
next morning four of the venomousserpents 
were found to have been destroyed by the 
king-snakes, and one was still within their 
eo'l. and the two remaining ones would 
make no effort at self-defense. A large 
rattlesnake seemed stupid and indifferent 
at his fate. He could not be made to 
threaten or give warning even with his 
ratt-es, The smallest king-snake was after- 
wards innoculated with the poison of one of 
the serpents he had destroyed, and died 
immediately after—thus evincing that 
they must have exercised some power he- 
sides physical force to overcome their fel- 
low creatures. 

In short, the result of a great number of 
experimcnis performed with the venom on 
a great variety of serpents, seem to lead to 
the following conclusions : 
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1. That the venom of all serpents acts 
as a poison in a similar manner. 

2. That the venom of some varieties is 
far more active than that of others. 

3. That a variety of the colluber, known 
as the coton-mouth, is the most venom- 
ous serpent in Arkansas. 

4. That the venom of serpentsdestroysall 
forms of organized life, vegetable as well 
as animal. 

5. That alcohol, if brought in contact 
with the venom, is, to a certain extent, an 
autidote. 

6. That serpents do possess the power of 

facinating small animals, and that this 
power is identical with mesmerism. 
7. That the blood of small animals de- 
stroyed by the venom of serpents, bears a 
close resemblance to that of animals de- 
stroyed by lightaing or hydro-cyanic acid ; 
it loses its power of coagulation, aud cannot 
be long kept from putrefaction.”"— St. Louis 
Med. and Sur. Journal, 


THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
HOMC@OPATHY. 


GENTLEMEN : 


Circemstances which have occurred dur- 
ing the past year, have rendered it impos- 
sible for me to make such researches and 
experiments as | had intended, and I am, 
therefore, unable to fultill the promise made 
in my last communication. I will, how- 
ever, endeavor to comply with your reso- 
lution of 1851, requiring that every mem 
ber shail make some written cominunica- 
tion, by offering a few remarks on the ne- 
cessity of a scientific work on the Homeao- 
pathic Materia Medica. 

The Materia Medica is of the most vital 
importance to Homeeoputia. Its components 
bear the same relation to the science, that 
the tools of a mechanic do to the art or 
manufacture to which he devotes bis atten- 
tion. Each too! is, within a certain sphere 
peculiar to itself, a necessary to the proper 
execution of the art, and cach has its appro 
priate place in the chest. The systematic 
mechanic first collects all his instruments, 
and arranges them in their proper position 
before he commences his labor, and then 
every thing progresses with precision and 
dispatch. If, however, the tool; are scat- 
tered, the planes and saws being in one 
house, the hatchet, hammer aid rule in 
another, and the square, guage and level 
in still another, with the less frequently 
needed implements in other plases, the ar- 
tisan can accomplish nothing to advattage. 
Suppose he begins to work and discovers 
that he needs his rule; he finds it after 
seme search, and when he no longer re- 
quis it; he must seek for his saw, this is 
found somewhere eise, and after it is used, 


he needs his level and hammer; both of 


which must be sought in different places. 


| teria Medica ? 





Thus much time is uselessly consumed, and 
a looker-on would say at once, that the 
man was destitute of common sense. 

The homeopathic physician is in very 
much the same predicament as the mechau- 
ic who has failed to collee his tools before- 
hand. Let us observe him for a while. 
He has examined a case of disease, and 
has a complete pathological group of 
symptoms before him. He now desires to turn 
to the pathogenesis; perhaps one remedy 
that he wishes to examine is to be found in 
Hahnemann’s Muteria Medica, another is 
in Hahaemano’s Treatise on Chronic Dis- 
vases, a third is in Stapf’s Llomeopathic 
Archives, a fourth in the Allgemeine Zeit- 
ung, and so on to the end. He may be ex- 
perienced, yet how laborious his task! He 
may be a tyro and without a library—the 
difficulty is almost insurmountable! He 
is ignorant of the German language—.t 
is impossible for him to accomplish his un- 
lertaking. Suppose he endeavors to col- 
lect the materials for his study before he 
enters upon it: can he doit? Not if heis 
ignorant of the German language—not if 
he is poor. The remedies he wishes to con- 
sult are not only dispersed through many 
costly volumes, but some are published ia 
English, some in German; aud those in 
the latter have never been satisfactorily 
rendered into the former. Have we no 
need of a scientific compilation of the Mua- 
Ask the wearied student 
toiling by the midnight lamp. Ask the 
country physician, to whom the libraries of 
his more fortunate city brethren are inac- 
cessible. Ask your own consciences, when 
you are tormented by a difficult and stub- 
born case, whose pathogenesis you are 
vainly endeavoring to elicit from the only 
apology you have for a compiled Materia 
Medica, viz.,** Jahr’s New Manual.” 

I have called the ‘“‘Symptomen Codex”’ 
an apology for a compiled Materia Medi- 
ca, and | contend that it can claim no 
right to any other appellation, It is called 
a Manual. I should be much indebted to 
the author, or to auy other member of the 
profession, to point out to me a single 
characteristic of a manual whichit posses- 
A manual is essentially a book of ref- 
ereace, a conveaicntly small book, which 
can be consulted readily and with conti- 
dence on occasions requiring haste, as well 
as on those that permit of more deliberate 
study. I presume no one will deny the 
correetuess of this definition ; yet does it 
iu any respect apply to *‘ Jahr’s New Man- 
ual?’ Most emphatically no! It is very 
cumbersome and cannot be consulted in 
haste, | ecause it is very difficult for one who 
is accustomed to it, to find what he is 
searching for, and to the young student 
this would be almost impossible. It is 
overburdened with a vast number of sen- 
tences purporting to be symptoms, the 
meaning of which are so ambiguous and 


ses, 
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obseure, that the experienced physician 
does not pretend to place confideace in 
them. Much ef it is very faulty English, 
and some of it far from being good sense. 
Many of the clinical observations are 
worse than useless. They increase the 
size of the work to no good purpose. 
They are frequently very  iudetinite. 
They refer to diseases by name without 
specifying the peculiar symptoms which 
indicate the medicine under immediate 

consideration. Even when a group of | 
symptoms is described under the head of | 
one medicine, sometimes three or four other 
remedies are referred to as having been used 
in connection with it; so that it becomes 
impossible to determine to which of them 
ine cure must be ascribed. without study- 
ing the pathogenesis of each oue. Thus, 
that which should have been our oaly ob- 
ject in looking into the book is forced up- 
on us, viz: to discover the true remedy by 
pathogenesis. If this is not our object we 
practice blindly and empirically. This 
leads me to the greatest objection to these 
Clinical Observations. 1 mean, their per- 
nicious influence in withdrawing the mind 
of the student from the study of the essen- 
tial character of a remedy and its special 
adaptedness to the case under treatment, as 
showa by its pathogenetic indications, and 
leading him to depend on what professes to 
to be the experience of others. In this 
way an indoleut man will choose and ad- 
minister a remedy to acase of gastritis, 
pleuritis, pneumonia, hydrocephalus, or 
any other disease, merely because the 
name which Allopathists have given to 
such a group of syiaptoms, as he has to 
treat, appears in the Clinical Observations, 
it may be with, or it may be without 
any accompanying symptoms. Now, the 
mere names of nearly every disease to 
which mankind is subject, are to be found 
under the head of almost every polycrest. 
If a remedy has ever cured an isolated case 
of leucorrhcea, or gonorrhoea, or ophthal- 
mia, or mania, or any other complaint, the 
name is introduced into the Clinical Obser- 
vations without any of the peculiar symp- 
toms which may have indicated the use of 
the medicine. We find it impossible in 
many cases, to discover any thing in the 
pathogenesis of the remedy that would 
lead to its use in such diseases ; yet, if it 
has-been used in connection with, previous- 
ly—or subsequently—to, any other remedy 
which tae specia ly indicated, the name of 
the disease, and sometimes the group of 
symptoms, are incorporated with the Clin- 
ical Observations, thereby tending to mis- 
lead the inexperienced person, and to do 
incaleulable injury not only to the patient, 
but to the science of Homcopathy. We 
hve an instance of the kind under Spon- 
gia, to which Dr. Hempel has drawn atten- 
tion in his introduction to the Symptomen 
Codex. Ilisremarks show very clearly the 











absurdity of placing that group of symp- 
toms under Spongia, although. evidently 
he had no intention of making the absur- 
dity so apparent. After quoting that por- 
tion of the Clinical Observations on Spon- 
gia, referring to deute Bronchitis, he says : 
— This group of symptoms was cured in 
several instances with Aconite and Spon- 
gia. Now, let us see how the symptoms of 
this group have been arranged by Jahr. 
In the first place. they are all recorded un- 
der the head of Spongia. as if Spongia had 
been the true curative agent in this case, 
whereas, it is more than probable that all 
the symptoms of this group yielded to Aco- 
nite. At any rate, it must be evident to 
the most careless observer, that the hurried 
respiration, the sense of suffocation, the 


| seated pain in the regiou ef the bifurcation 


of the trachea, the coastrictive cramp-pain 
arose froma violent congestion of blood, 
which, together with the synochal fever, 
would most certainly have disappeared 
under the action of Aconite.”” This quo- 
tation involves one or two pretty little the- 
ories on the action of Aconite, which, as a 
stickler for the purity of homceopathic doc- 
trine and practice, I am far from being 
willing to endorse. [ am sorry to say 
that such theories on the action of medi- 
cines are being rapidly engrafted on the 
great practical truths taught by Hahne- 
mann. I consider them exceedingly perni- 
cious, but time will not allow me to dilate 
upon them at present. Yet, although I 
cannot agree to this explanation of the ac- 
tion of Aconite, I believe it to have been 
the true curative agent in this case; and if 
it was, why refer to the symptoms at all 
under the head of Spongia? Such in- 
stances—and they are numerous through- 
out the work—fill me with distrust of the 
Clinical Observations asa whole. I object 
to them, as being altogether opposed in 
spirit to the theory and correct practice of 
Homeopathy. 

[t may be said that no conscienticus 
physician will administer a remedy on the 
authority of the clinical observations, with- 
out first satisfying himself that it is patho- 
genetically indicated. But will any gen- 
tleman undertake to say that there are 
none but conscientious men in the ranks of 
Homaopathy? Are there none among us 
who practice the system altogether empi- 
rically, and who are too indolent to patient- 
ly compare a pathological group of symp- 
toms with the pathogenesis? Are there 
none who depend blindly on what other 
men have recommended for certain diseas- 
es? If these clinieal observations are 
comparatively useless to the scientific and 
conscientious man, as [I contend they are, 
why eumber the work with them ? 

The whole work is an abortion. It is 
clearly not a manual, and no man in his 
senses, will say that it is a scientific and 
reliabie treatise on Materia Medica, If itis 
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no the latter, have we any thing possess- 
ing that character? A negative answer 
must be given, and that answer implies 
the admission that we need and must have 
such a work at as early a day as possible. 
The materials are scattered widely, and it 
will require much time, great perseverauce 
and application, and the co-operation of 
many enlightened and experienced minds 
tocollect them and compile them in one 
publication. But it must be done, and the 
sooner it is commenced the better. 

Acting on the supposition that the neces- 
sity is conceded, I will give my ideas on 
the plan upon which the work should be 
executed. In describing a remedy, we 
should have, following the name, 

1. All the known synonyms, both tech- 
nical and vulgar. 


2. If a vegetable remedy, the botanical 
description in full, together with the geo- 
graphical locality in which the plant is in- 
digenous. If a mineral or chemical sub- 
stance, a complete description of its physi- 
cal properties and tests, with the chemical 
process by which it is obtained. And if an 
animal substance, its physical properties, 
and the mode of procuring it from the ani- 
mal. 


3. The history of the substance, com- 
prising all that is known concerning its use 
previously to its introduction into the Ma- 
teria Medica of Homceopathy, the year in 
which it was introduced, and by whom, 
and what led to its first proving for hom- 
copathic use. 

4. Its toxicological effects, and the 
treatment necessary in cases of poisoning 
by it. 

5. Pathological lesions produced by it. 

6. Whatever remarks have been made 
on it by the original prover. 

7. The mode of preparation for homao- 
pathic use, and the attenuations most gen- 
erally successful in the cure of disease. 

8. A list of those remedies which are 
most nearly related to it in pathogenesis, 
and to which it may be compared. 

9. A list of homceopathic antidotes. 

10. The Pathogenesis. In preparing 
this part of the work, the original proving 
of the medicine should be used, and when 
itis necessary to translate, each symptom 
should be rendered into as good English as 
possible, compatible with preserving the 
exact sense intended to be conveyed by the 
prover. The symptoms should be arranged 
according to Hahnemann’s original order ; 
each one should be printed separately and 
in full, and to economize space, each page 
containing the Pathogenesis should be di- 
vided into two columns. To illustrate, I 
will translate a few symptoms of Belladon- 
na from Hahnemanun’s Reine Arzneimit- 
tellehre. 








PATHOGENESIS, 


Sensorium. 


Scalp. 

Vertigo Swelling of the head. 

Vertigo; the surrounding Swelling of the head 
objects seem to be tot- and redness over the 
tering to and fro, whole body. 

The hair of the head 
fal.s out during one 
hour, (aft. 24 hovrs.) 


Head. 


Face. 


Violent headache. Restless expression of 
Pressing headache, parti- face. 
cularly in the forehead. Distorted visage 
Incessant. dull, pressing Paleness of the face. 
headache in one side of Paleness of the face with 
the head. thirst 
Violent pressing pain in Paleness of the face with 
the left froutal pro- increased appetite. 
tuberance, the pressure 
seems tu be fiom with- 
out. 


The work should be commenced with a 
short historical account of the origin and 
progress of Homa@opathy, and completed 
with a concise but comprehensive re- 
pertorium, which would serve as a man- 
ual until a comparative Materia Medica, 
such as Dr. Héring hints at ia his preface 
to the Symptomen Codex, can be matured 
and brought into actual existence. The 
latter will then be the only true manual ; 
but it will not enable us to dispense with 
the full and prolix Materia Medica which 
I have proposed. However the practical 
process of choosing a remedy may be sim- 
plitied. we must ever depend on a perfect 
knowledge of the pathogenesis of every 
article in the Materia Medica as the foun- 
dation of success. 

In regard to the mechanical execution of 
the work I have proposed, I would say a 
few words and conclude. 

The Pathogenesis should be printed in 
brevier type to compensate for the space 
lost by printing the symptoms separately. 
The repertorium should be printed in the 
same type. and all the solid matter of the 
work should be in /ong primer type. The 
whole should be executed in the neatest and 
most elegant manner, and got up in royal- 
octavo form, each volume containing 700 
or 800 pages, bound in leather. Although 
external appearance is a matter of small 
importance compared to the character of 
the contents, I think it is quite time for us 
to begin to publish our standard works ina 
handsome and substantial manner. Hith- 
erto, the books composing an English ho- 
moeopathic library, have been exceedingly 
insignificant in size and binding, with the 
sole exception of * The Symptomen Codex,” 
the only one among them which ought to 
be small and compendious. I hope to see 
a reform in this matter, and that this Ma- 
teria Medica will be the first of a series of 
publications which shall possess a uniform 
external appearance, and shall constitute 
the American Homeopathic Library. 
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Such, gentlemen, are some of my ideas 
on the subject | have been considering. 
They are, perliaps, imperfect and crude, 
but if they awaken a response in the 
minds of some of you sufficiently strong to 
induce you to enser this field’ of labor, 
I shall be amply repaid for the time 
I have devoted to this communication. 

I submit it to you, 
Very respectfully, 
M. J. Rexes, M.D. 


Stockton, Cal., April 27, 1854. 


FORM OF PROPER MEDICINAL DOSES. 


BY M. EDGEW (RTH LAZARUS, M.D. 


Homeopathy, in its form of exhibition, 
reveres the admonitions of those natural 
guardians placed by the good God at the 
threshold of the temple of life, namely, the 
five senses. It considers every medicine, 
however otherwise appropriate in its quali- 
ties, as contra-indicated, so long as, in its 
form of preparation, it is disgusting to the 
senses of sight, smell, and taste—given to 
discriminate from among all substances 
those which are fit to be taken into the stom- 
ach and body of man and other animals. 
Every medicine, before being homceopath- 
ically administered, is so prepared as to be 
inoffensive to the sight and smell, and 
pleasing to the taste, and, as in the ap- 
proach to truth, the beautiful every where 
combines with the useful ; so it is the same 
process of trituration with sugar and dilu- 
tion with alcohol, that removes the disgust- 
ing qualities of medicines, and that de- 
velopstheirelectrical powers, enabling them 
to penetrate more readily to the nervous 
centres, and permeate more thoroughly the 
tissues diseased. A material such as sand 
or clay. inert in its crude form, exhibits 
great medical powers when thus triturated 
and diluted. The force and range of al- 
ready powerful medicines, such as Mercury 
or Arsenic, is at once extended and refined, 
so that in the exceedingly minute dose 
which experience proves to be fully suf- 
ficient to cure, provided the remedy truly 
correspond with the disease, these and other 

isons become perfectly safe even for 
babes at the breast. 

To those who very naturally object to 
Homeopathy, the impossibility of under- 
standing how such exceedingly minute 
doses can have any effect, we answer that 
this is, in the first place, a matter settled 
by a large and long experience for those 
who have investigated the subject experi- 
mentally, and, in the second place, that they 
deceive themselves in expecting to derive 
any other information on this point from 
their senses, than that of the effects or re- 
sults observed after exhibition of the rem- 
edies. Neither sight, smell, or taste detect 








the medicinal quatities of Mercury, Arsen- 
ic, Antimony, Beliadonna, Stramenium, 
etc.; the senses only declare—I like or | 
dislike, any farther knowledge of remedial 
agents is gained only by experimental ob- 
servat.on of their eflects when taken into 
the body. It is only the association of 
ideas that makes the medicinal qualities of 
drugs in their crude form appear to be 
sensible’ The same association of ideas 
comes, by experience in Homceopathy, to 
attach to the medicinal qualities of taste- 
less and inodorous preparations of the same 
drugs. Nothing caa be more grossly silly 
than the common notion of estimating the 
medicinal virtue of drugs by weight and 
measure. Tell me—in pounds, ounces, 
drams, and grains—the weight of Scarlet 
Fever, of Cholera, of Croup, of Measles, or 
any other disease—tell me its measure in 
yards, feet, and inches—and you will then, 
perhaps, be rational in expecting that | 
should tell you, in the same terms, the 
weight and measure of the corresponding 
remedies which cure those diseases. But if 
it be evident to all that diseases are not 
susceptible of such measurement ; that they 
are not visible and tangible matters, but 
vnly aromas manifested like heat, light, aud 
magnetism, by their effects in solid and 
fluid bodies; then we should naturally ex- 
pect that medicines corresponding to these 
diseases, and curative of them, should, in 
their most perfect preparation, lose the 
visible and tangible qualities of crude mat- 
ter, and attain like diseases the aromal 
state, with the extension of power and in- 
fluence which belongs to this state—pre- 
cisely what we find iu the preparations of 
Homceopathy. It is conformable to the 
uniform experience of mankind that the 
senses perceive only the lowest and feeblest 
order of forces in Nature. Every thing be- 
yond mere bulk and weight belong to another 
fie'd of experience. Steam, the expansive 
terce of gases, heat, light, electricity, gal- 
vanitm, magnetism, nervous power. mor- 
bific aud therapeutic agents, and the still 
higher forms of power, such as those of 
passion or will, of love and intellect, rise 
beyond all estimation of the senses, except 
through their results, 

During ages when brute force has ruled, 
it was natural that the virtue of medicines 
should be estimated by their material qual- 
ities, and by the convulsions aid agonies 
their crude masses produce in the nice 
mechanism of the human body, which they 
disturb or destroy. 

In an age where intellect and science 
attain the supremacy, it is equally natural 
that the higher or subtler qualities of med- 
icines should be soughé after, and that phy- 
sicians, ceasing from their vain and per- 
nicious attempts to control arbitrarily the 
movements of organic life, should seek to 
restore its equilibrium and harmony, by 
awakening ite own reactive forces. 











